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IIPU 3TOM HE MCYE3aI0T, a TPYIIHUPYIOTCS BOKPYT TOJIUTHKH,
COIIPSDKEHBI C HEI0, B KOHEYHOM cdeTe BCE CBOIOUTCS K I10-
TPeOHOCTSAM B YIOBJIETBOPEHHH JIMYHBIX (WJIM TPYTIIOBBIX)
uHTepecos. [losToMy wamie Bcero HpUXOIUTCS HAOMIONATh
MOTHBBI JINYHOCTHOTO XapakTepa. Y JIHI, COBEPIIAIOIINX Tep-
POPUCTHYECKHE AKIHH, BCE MOTHBbI aKKyMYJIUPOBAHBI B JIBYX
HAINpaBJIEHUSIX: CTPEMJICHHE K YHOBJICTBOPEHHUIO TOTPEOHO-
CTH TPOSIBUTH CBOIO 3HAYMMOCTb, 3asIBUTh O ceOc M CBOEH
OpraHu3aly (€CIIi OHA €CTh) M CTPEMIICHHE K YZOBIIETBOPE-
HUIO TTOTPEOHOCTH B HACHJIMHU, COBEPIIEHHOE OOIIECTBEHHO
OTIACHBIM CITIOCOOOM. Y TakWX JIMIl MOTHBAalXs OCHOBaHA Ha
MCXOHOM IIeNTN 1 HAaIpaBJeHA HA COBEPIICHNE TEPPOPUCTH-
YEeCKON aKIMH, OHM PEIIaoT CBOM MPOOIEMBI TOJIBKO € TIOMO-
IIBIO0 CHJIBI B OTHOLICHUH OCCCHIIBHBIX NMPOTHUB HUX JIIONEH.
B naHHOM ciydae MOTHB T€PPOPHUCTHYECKOTO ACSHHUS MMEET
JIBOMHYIO IOIOTUIEKY: KOT/Ia OH SIBIISIETCS] HEOThEMIIEMOH Yep-
TOW 4eNoBeKa, UICT U3HYTPH, IPEACTABIICT COO0H CBOHCTBO
JMYHOCTH M KOTZIa OH SIBJSIETCSl arpecCHUBHOM peakimeil Ha
BHEIITHHUE Pa3paXUTENN, HA HECOBIAJICHNE MHEHHMH, 3ampe-
IIEHNE BCEJJO3BOJICHHOCTH U T. 1. MOTHBaIMs HAlpaBlIeHa HA
TO, KaK C ITOMOIIBIO TEPPOPHU3Ma 3aBOEBATH BIIACTh, TOCIION-
CTBO, JINAEPCTBO.

WTak, MOTHB TEPPOPUCTHUECKON aKIINK — HTO arpeccHB-
Hasl PeakIys Ha HEA03BOJICHHbIC ICHCTBUS, HAKA3aHNE U T. [I.,
OH perylmupyeT HalpaBIeHHOCTh JACHCTBUI TeppopHcTa,
a B TPOIIECCE PEaTU3aIH COOTBETCTBEHHO MOTHBUPOBAHHBIX
JEUCTBUH — CTpEMIJIEHHE K YAOBICTBOPEHUIO HOTPEOHOCTH

B Hacwimd. C MOTHBOM TEPPOPUCTHUYCCKON aKIWU CBA3aH
1 crioco0 COOTBETCTBYIOMIETo AeicTBUsL. MoTHB — 0a3a Tep-
POPHUCTUYECKOM aKIINH, HACHIIHE e — 3TO CIIOCco0 CoBepIIe-
HUS 3TOTO JCSTHUA. 371eCh MOTUB U CIIOCO0 Hepa3phIBHBI APYT
OT Jpyra, MO3TOMY MX CIIELyeT pacCMaTpuUBaTh C MO3ULUHU
enuHCcTBa. Llenpro U cpencTBoM r000ro 3¢h(GeKTHBHOTO OT-
BETa Ha Yrpo3y TeppOpHU3Ma SABIISIETCS IOIHAS W IpaBAUBas
WHPOPMAIIUS O JINIHOCTH TEPPOPHCTA.
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STATE FORENSIC SCIENCE BUREAU OF LATVIA - 100 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Abstract. This paper is dedicated to the State Forensic
Science Bureau of Latvia — one of the major forensic science
institutions of Baltian countries. The author describes its
history that contains 100 years of experience in the field
of forensic science and forensic science services which are
provided to law enforcement agencies, entities, and private
persons.
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Anomauin. Cmammio npuceauero [lepocasHomy 610po
cyoosux excnepmu3s Jlameii — o0O0Hill i3 HAUOLILUIUX CYOO-
80-eKCNEePMHUX YCMAHO8 DANMIlicbKux Kpain. Aemop onucye

it icmopiro, axa micmums 100-piunuii 00c6io y eany3i cy0ogoi

excnepmu3u ma cy0080-eKCNepmHUx NOCiye, Wo HAOAomy
NPABOOXOPOHHUM OP2AHAM, CYO €EKMam 20CnooaproGants ma
@izuynum ocobam.

Knrouosi cnosa: JIECHIJI, cydosa excnepmusa, cyoo-
80-eKCNEePMHI YCMAHO8U OATMILCLKUX KPAIH.

Annomayus. Cmamos noceawena Iocyoapcmeennomy
b1opo cyoebuvix sxcnepmus Jlagmuu — 00HO20 U3 HAUOOIL-
WUX CYOeOHO-IKCNEePMHBIX YUpestcOeHUull OAIMULCKUX CmpaH.
Aemop onucvieaem ez2o ucmopuro, cooepocauyro 100-nem-
HUll Onelm 6 ooacmu cy0ebHOU IKCNEPMU3bL U IKCHEPIHBIX
yenye, npedoCcmasiaemblx NnpasooXpaHUmenbHolM Op2aHam,
cybveKmam Xo3aUCmeo8anus U Qu3u4ecKum Iuyam.
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Knruesvie cnosa: JJFCHIJI, cyoednasn skcnepmusa, cy-
0eOHO-9KCnepmHble YupestcOeHus OAIMULCKUX CMPAH.

The State Forensic Science Bureau of Latvia (hereafter —
SFSB) is a forensic science institution under the authority of
the Ministry of Justice providing forensic science services
in criminal, civil and administrative proceedings to the law
enforcement agencies and private persons.

SFSB was founded on 10 October 1921 by the Cabinet of
Ministers of the Republic of Latvia. In its 100 years’ history
SFSB has survived the Second World War, several political
regimes and the name changes, nevertheless, the main task has
remained essentially unchanged as it was defined on 3 May
1929 in the Law on the Forensic Science Institute — “perform
scientifically based examination of material evidence in
criminal and civil cases, to foster resolution of crimes
and detention of offenders, to inform the law enforcement
employees about the latest achievements in forensic science
and to perform scientific research”.

Despite its humble beginning — in 1921 the whole
institution was accommodated just in one room, today SFSB
is one of the major forensic science service providers in
Latvia offering a wide variety of forensic examinations —
soil, plants, fingerprints, documents, identification numbers,
road accidents, information technology, paint and polymer
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materials, metals and alloys, oil products and inflammable
liquids, glass and ceramics, fibres and animal hair, gun shot
residues, linguistics, handwriting and marks.

Traffic accident analysis, biological and chemical
examinations, and handwriting examination rank among the
most demanded types of SFSB examinations, although the
demand for information technology examination is growing
rapidly in recent years.

The most of the SFSB forensic examinations, e.g. 84 %,
are provided in criminal proceedings and the main clients are
the State Police, courts, State Revenue Service and Internal
Security Bureau.

84% of SFSB forensic examinations and 58% of
forensic examination methods are accredited according to
requirements of the standard ISO/IEC 17025:2017 “General
requirements for the competence of testing and calibration
laboratories™.

SFSB is an active member of the European Network of
Forensic Science institutes (hereafter — ENFSI) since 1998,
participating in 11 expert working groups — Document
Experts Working Group (hereafter — EDEWG), European
Network of Forensic Handwriting Experts (hereafter —
ENFHEX),Forensic Information Technology Working Group,
Digital Imaging Working Group, Textile and Hair Group
(hereafter — ETHG WG), Paint & Glass Working Group,
Fire and Explosion Investigation Working Group, Animal
Plant and Soil Traces expert working group (hereafter —
APST WG), Firearms/GSR Working Group, Expert Working
Group Marks, Road Accident Analysis Expert Working Group
and Quality and Competence Liaison Group. SFSB is also
represented in the Steering Committees of 4 expert working
groups — EDEWG, ENFHEX, ETHG WG and APST WG.

SFSB participates in ENFSI Monopoly Programme
projects promoting creation of the European forensic science
area. SFSB experts have contributed to development and
improvement of best practice manuals, development of
databases, training of experts and improvement of forensic
management.

SFSB is a founding member of the Network of Baltic
States Forensic Institutions (hereafter — NBSFI) created
on 7 May 1999 by forensic institutes from Latvia, Estonia
and Lithuania. Within the framework of NBSFI, SFSB has
organized and participated in meetings, workshops and
experience exchange visits. One of the best co-operation
examples between the Baltic countries is the Baltic Register
of Forensic Science Experts (hereafter — Register) created
in 2018 in the framework of the project “Find a Forensic
Expert” funded by the Justice programme of the EU. The
project was implemented under the management of SFSB
with co-operation from Estonian and Lithuanian forensic
institutions. The Register is available online https://eksperti.
ta.gov.lv (Latvian interface), https://kohtuekspert.just.ee
(Estonian interface) and https://ekspertai.ltec.lt (Lithuanian
interface).

SFSB is engaged in activities provided by the European
Union Agency for Law Enforcement (hereafter — CEPOL)
since 2016. This is another valuable instrument for experience
exchange and knowledge building. SFSB experts have
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participated in the CEPOL exchanges with colleagues from
Poland, Germany, Slovakia, Cyprus, Norway, Hungary and
Czech Republic and in the CEPOL courses and webinars
on questioned document examination, IT forensics, forensic
examination in CBRN contaminated environment and other
forensic related subjects.

Another important direction of SFSB activities closely
related to co-operation with other European forensic institutes
is research and development. SFSB does not have a separate
structural unit devoted to research and development. Instead,
each of three SFSB forensic departments — Biological and
Chemical Investigation Department, Technical Investigation
Department and Document Investigation Department, is
encouraged to find time and resources for the work on research.
The efforts are focussed primarily on improvement of existing
examination methods and development of new ones. SFSB
experts are also engaged in various scientific research activities
within ENFSI expert working groups and other co-operation
platforms and financing instruments, to mention a few:

* European Cooperation in Science and Technology
(COST) action “Multi-modal Imaging of Forensic
Science Evidence — tools for Forensic Science”;
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme, project “Real-time on-site forensic trace
qualification™;

European Union’s Internal Security Fund, project
“Towards the European Level Exchange of Facial
Images*®.
Among the latest SFSB investments in development it
should be mentioned:

* capacity building of the document examination,
equipment and training workshops within the framework
of the project “Operational capacity building of the
forensic document examination”.
capacity building of the plant examination, installation
of a plant DNA examination laboratory and organization
of workshops within the framework of the project
“Operational capacity building of forensic examination
of tobacco and other plant-based substances”.

Both projects are co-financed by the EU Hercule III
programme.

The forensic examination capacity building in SFSB is
focused in three main interconnected directions — equipment,
knowledge and methods. Quality assurance system keeps
all three together ensuring reliability of examination results.
Each of capacity building activities are usually accompanied
by training and knowledge sharing events with colleagues
from other forensic laboratories.

Forensic science is a science of constant development.
It requires extensive investment in technological and human
capacities. Given the fast pace of scientific development, the
equipment becomes outdated in a blink of an eye, so does the
knowledge. Keeping up with the time and getting ahead of
it — this will be the greatest challenge for SFSB in the next
100 years.

Fight against the crime will never be done, so the need
for impartial, scientifically sound and legally valid forensic
evidence will never be exhausted.



