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при этом не исчезают, а группируются вокруг политики, 
сопряжены с  нею, в  конечном счете всё сводится к  по-
требностям в  удовлетворении личных (или групповых) 
интересов. Поэтому чаще всего приходится наблюдать 
мотивы личностного характера. У лиц, совершающих тер-
рористические акции, все мотивы аккумулированы в двух 
направлениях: стремление к  удовлетворению потребно-
сти проявить свою значимость, заявить о  себе и  своей 
организации (если она есть) и стремление к удовлетворе-
нию потребности в  насилии, совершённое общественно 
опасным способом. У таких лиц мотивация основана на 
исходной цели и направлена на совершение террористи-
ческой акции, они решают свои проблемы только с помо-
щью силы в  отношении бессильных против них людей. 
В данном случае мотив террористического деяния имеет 
двойную подоплёку: когда он является неотъемлемой чер-
той человека, идет изнутри, представляет собой свойство 
личности и  когда он является агрессивной реакцией на 
внешние раздражители, на несовпадение мнений, запре-
щение вседозволенности и т. д. Мотивация направлена на 
то, как с помощью терроризма завоевать власть, господ-
ство, лидерство. 

Итак, мотив террористической акции — это агрессив-
ная реакция на недозволенные действия, наказание и т. д., 
он регулирует направленность действий террориста, 
а в процессе реализации соответственно мотивированных 
действий  — стремление к  удовлетворению потребности 

в  насилии. С  мотивом террористической акции связан 
и способ соответствующего действия. Мотив — база тер-
рористической акции, насилие же — это способ соверше-
ния этого деяния. Здесь мотив и способ неразрывны друг 
от друга, поэтому их следует рассматривать с  позиции 
единства. Целью и  средством любого эффективного от-
вета на угрозу терроризма является полная и  правдивая 
информация о личности террориста. 
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STATE FORENSIC SCIENCE BUREAU OF LATVIA – 100 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Abstract. This paper is dedicated to the State Forensic 
Science Bureau of Latvia – one of the major forensic science 
institutions of Baltian countries. The author describes its 
history that contains 100 years of experience in the field 
of forensic science and forensic science services which are 
provided to law enforcement agencies, entities, and private 
persons.
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Анотація. Статтю присвячено Державному бюро 

судових експертиз Латвії — одній із найбільших судо-
во-експертних установ балтійських країн. Автор описує 
її історію, яка містить 100-річний досвід у галузі судової 
експертизи та судово-експертних послуг, що надають 
правоохоронним органам, суб’єктам господарювання та 
фізичним особам.

Ключові слова: ДБСНЛ, судова експертиза, судо-
во-експертні установи балтійських країн.

Аннотация. Статья посвящена Государственному 
бюро судебных экспертиз Лавтии — одного из наиболь-
ших судебно-экспертных учреждений балтийских стран. 
Автор описывает его историю, содержащую 100-лет-
ний опыт в области судебной экспертизы и экспертных 
услуг, предоставляемых правоохранительным органам, 
субъектам хозяйствования и физическим лицам.

Ключевые слова: ДБСНЛ, судебная экспертиза, су-
дебно-экспертные учреждения балтийских стран.

The State Forensic Science Bureau of Latvia (hereafter — 
SFSB) is a forensic science institution under the authority of 
the Ministry of Justice providing forensic science services 
in criminal, civil and administrative proceedings to the law 
enforcement agencies and private persons.

SFSB was founded on 10 October 1921 by the Cabinet of 
Ministers of the Republic of Latvia. In its 100 years’ history 
SFSB has survived the Second World War, several political 
regimes and the name changes, nevertheless, the main task has 
remained essentially unchanged as it was defined on 3 May 
1929 in the Law on the Forensic Science Institute — “perform 
scientifically based examination of material evidence in 
criminal and civil cases, to foster resolution of crimes 
and detention of offenders, to inform the law enforcement 
employees about the latest achievements in forensic science 
and to perform scientific research”.

Despite its humble beginning — in 1921 the whole 
institution was accommodated just in one room, today SFSB 
is one of the major forensic science service providers in 
Latvia offering a wide variety of forensic examinations —
soil, plants, fingerprints, documents, identification numbers, 
road accidents, information technology, paint and polymer 
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materials, metals and alloys, oil products and inflammable 
liquids,  glass and ceramics, fibres and animal hair, gun shot 
residues, linguistics, handwriting and marks.

Traffic accident analysis, biological and chemical 
examinations, and handwriting examination rank among the 
most demanded types of SFSB examinations, although the 
demand for information technology examination is growing 
rapidly in recent years. 

The most of the SFSB forensic examinations, e.g. 84 %, 
are provided in criminal proceedings and the main clients are 
the State Police, courts, State Revenue Service and Internal 
Security Bureau. 

84 % of SFSB forensic examinations and 58% of 
forensic examination methods are accredited according to 
requirements of the standard ISO/IEC 17025:2017 “General 
requirements for the competence of testing and calibration 
laboratories”.

SFSB is an active member of the European Network of 
Forensic Science institutes (hereafter — ENFSI) since 1998, 
participating in 11 expert working groups — Document 
Experts Working Group (hereafter — EDEWG), European 
Network of Forensic Handwriting Experts (hereafter — 
ENFHEX), Forensic Information Technology Working Group, 
Digital Imaging Working Group, Textile and Hair Group 
(hereafter  — ETHG WG), Paint & Glass Working Group, 
Fire and Explosion Investigation Working Group, Animal 
Plant and Soil Traces expert working group (hereafter — 
APST WG),  Firearms/GSR Working Group, Expert Working 
Group Marks, Road Accident Analysis Expert Working Group 
and Quality and Competence Liaison Group. SFSB is also 
represented in the Steering Committees of 4 expert working 
groups — EDEWG, ENFHEX, ETHG WG and APST WG.

SFSB participates in ENFSI Monopoly Programme 
projects promoting creation of the European forensic science 
area. SFSB experts have contributed to development and 
improvement of best practice manuals, development of 
databases, training of experts and improvement of forensic 
management.

SFSB is a founding member of the Network of Baltic 
States Forensic Institutions (hereafter — NBSFI) created 
on 7 May 1999 by forensic institutes from Latvia, Estonia 
and Lithuania. Within the framework of NBSFI, SFSB has 
organized and participated in meetings, workshops and 
experience exchange visits. One of the best co-operation 
examples between the Baltic countries is the Baltic Register 
of Forensic Science Experts (hereafter — Register) created 
in 2018 in the framework of the project “Find a Forensic 
Expert” funded by the Justice programme of the EU. The 
project was implemented under the management of SFSB 
with co-operation from Estonian and Lithuanian forensic 
institutions. The Register is available online https://eksperti.
ta.gov.lv (Latvian interface), https://kohtuekspert.just.ee 
(Estonian interface) and https://ekspertai.ltec.lt (Lithuanian 
interface).

SFSB is engaged in activities provided by the European 
Union Agency for Law Enforcement (hereafter — CEPOL) 
since 2016. This is another valuable instrument for experience 
exchange and knowledge building. SFSB experts have 

participated in the CEPOL exchanges with colleagues from 
Poland, Germany, Slovakia, Cyprus, Norway, Hungary and 
Czech Republic and in the CEPOL courses and webinars 
on questioned document examination, IT forensics, forensic 
examination in CBRN contaminated environment and other 
forensic related subjects.

Another important direction of SFSB activities closely 
related to co-operation with other European forensic institutes 
is research and development. SFSB does not have a separate 
structural unit devoted to research and development. Instead, 
each of three SFSB forensic departments — Biological and 
Chemical Investigation Department, Technical Investigation 
Department and Document Investigation Department, is 
encouraged to find time and resources for the work on research. 
The efforts are focussed primarily on improvement of existing 
examination methods and development of new ones. SFSB 
experts are also engaged in various scientific research activities 
within ENFSI expert working groups and other co-operation 
platforms and financing instruments, to mention a few:

•	 European Cooperation in Science and Technology 
(COST) action “Multi-modal Imaging of Forensic 
Science Evidence — tools for Forensic Science”;

•	 European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme, project “Real-time on-site forensic trace 
qualification”;

•	 European Union’s Internal Security Fund, project 
“Towards the European Level Exchange of Facial 
Images“.

Among the latest SFSB investments in development it 
should be mentioned: 

•	 capacity building of the document examination, 
equipment and training workshops within the framework 
of the project “Operational capacity building of the 
forensic document examination”. 

•	 capacity building of the plant examination, installation 
of a plant DNA examination laboratory and organization 
of workshops within the framework of the project 
“Operational capacity building of forensic examination 
of tobacco and other plant-based substances”. 

Both projects are co-financed by the EU Hercule III 
programme. 

The forensic examination capacity building in SFSB is 
focused in three main interconnected directions – equipment, 
knowledge and methods. Quality assurance system keeps 
all three together ensuring reliability of examination results. 
Each of capacity building activities are usually accompanied 
by training and knowledge sharing events with colleagues 
from other forensic laboratories. 

Forensic science is a science of constant development. 
It requires extensive investment in technological and human 
capacities. Given the fast pace of scientific development, the 
equipment becomes outdated in a blink of an eye, so does the 
knowledge. Keeping up with the time and getting ahead of 
it — this will be the greatest challenge for SFSB in the next 
100 years. 

Fight against the crime will never be done, so the need 
for impartial, scientifically sound and legally valid forensic 
evidence will never be exhausted.


