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It was found out that in Ukraine, the issue of protecting the rights and interests of children 
was given considerable attention even before the war. Starting from the formation of juve-
nile prevention to educational reforms – all measures were aimed at forming a complete 
personality of the future generation. It is important that, during their stay in difficult life 
circumstances, children feel comprehensive protection and that they are not left alone in 
the cruel realities of life. It was emphasized that under the conditions, when certain rights 
of citizens are legally restricted during martial law, the problem of ensuring the rights and 
interests of children becomes actualized. This task is complicated by the large number of 
internally displaced persons, the increase in the number of children who have lost their par-
ents and relatives, and other factors resulting from the war. The issue of maximum safety 
of children in all aspects (physical, psychological, social and household) is important for the 
preservation of a healthy future generation that will face the task of developing Ukraine. It 
is noted that legislative bodies should actively respond to the challenges of modern times 
by adopting normative legal acts, or introducing changes and additions to existing ones, in 
favor of ensuring the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of children affected by war, 
relying on international legal experience countries that, unfortunately, were faced with the 
solution of such problems. Attention is focused on the problem of the safety of children who 
left Ukraine due to the war. Representatives of the international legal community help solve 
this problem. One of the main components of the state policy of Ukraine in the field of pro-
tection of children’s rights is the improvement of the legal framework, including the imple-
mentation of the norms of European and international law.
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Захист прав та законних інтересів дітей  
під час війни в Україні
Роман Карпенко 
З’ясовано, що в Україні питанням захисту прав та інтересів дітей приділяли бага-
то уваги ще до війни. Починаючи від формування ювенальної превенції до освітніх 
реформ — усі заходи спрямовували на формування цілісної особистості майбутньо-
го покоління. Важливо, щоб під час перебування у складних життєвих обставинах 
діти відчували всебічний захист і те, що вони не кинуті напризволяще в жорсто-
ких реаліях життя. Наголошено, що за умов, коли під час воєнного стану законно 
обмежуються певні права громадян, актуалізується проблема забезпечення прав 
та інтересів дітей. Це завдання ускладнене через значну кількість внутрішньо пе-
реміщених осіб, збільшення кількості дітей, які втратили батьків і рідних та через 
інші чинники, що є результатами війни. Питання максимальної безпеки дітей у всіх 

© R. Karpenko, 2025



19Правосуддя, дружнє до дитини, постраждалої від насильства:  
актуальні питання судової психологічної експертизи

аспектах (фізичний, психологічний, соціально-побутовий) важливе для збереження 
здорового майбутнього покоління, перед яким стоятиме завдання розвитку Украї-
ни. Зазначено, що органи законодавчої влади повинні активно реагувати на виклики 
сучасності, ухвалюючи нормативно-правові акти або змінюючи й доповнюючи наяв-
ні, на користь забезпечення прав, свобод і законних інтересів дітей, які постражда-
ли від війни, спираючись на міжнародно-правовий досвід країн, що, на жаль, стикали-
ся з розв’язанням таких проблем. Акцентовано увагу на проблемі безпеки дітей, що 
виїхали з України через війну. Цю проблему допомагають розв’язати представники 
міжнародно-правової спільноти. Одним із основних компонентів державної політи-
ки України у сфері захисту прав дітей є вдосконалення нормативно-правової бази, 
зокрема, імплементація норм європейського й міжнародного права.

Ключові слова: права дітей; війна; освіта; внутрішньо переміщені особи; ювенальна 
превенція.

The harsh realities of russia’s war against 
Ukraine are a test for the entire society, 
all spheres of citizens’ lives. Today, peo-
ple’s lives, health, and moral and psy-
chological state are under direct threat. 
In such a situation, the most vulnerable 
category of the population is children. 
Under conditions when certain rights 
of citizens are legally restricted during 
martial law, the problem of ensuring the 
rights and interests of children becomes 
urgent. This task is complicated by the 
large number of internally displaced per-
sons, the increase in the number of chil-
dren who have lost their parents and re
latives, and other factors resulting from 
the war. The issue of maximum safety for 
children in all aspects (physical, psycho-
logical, social and domestic) is important 
for preserving a healthy future genera-
tion, which will face the task of develo
ping Ukraine.

The rights of the child are a system 
of opportunities that a person needs 
for his or her comprehensive and ho-
listic development in the conditions 
and in accordance with the require-
ments of the environment, taking into 

account the immaturity of the child 
(according to international legal acts, 
“every human being under the age of 
18 is recognized as a child unless, un-
der the law applicable to the person, 
he or she reaches the age of majority 
earlier”) [1]. It is the biological and psy-
chological immaturity of the child that 
prevents him or her from fully realizing 
the facts of the violation of his or her 
rights and safety, which is the reason 
for not reporting the facts of such illegal 
acts against children. The task of par-
ents, schools, and ultimately society as 
a whole is to explain to the child, in an 
accessible form, in accordance with his 
or her age perception, about permissi-
ble and unacceptable actions towards 
him or her by other persons. During the 
war in Ukraine, a significant number of 
minors became victims of psychological 
and physical violence by the occupiers. 
Such children need medical rehabilita-
tion, but no less important is the need 
to provide them with legal support 
from the state through socio-legal and 
educational projects. Ensuring the best 
interests of the child are actions and 
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decisions aimed at satisfying the indi-
vidual needs of the child in accordance 
with his or her age, gender, health sta-
tus, developmental characteristics, life 
experience, family, cultural and ethnic 
affiliation, and taking into account the 
opinion of the child, if he or she has 
reached the age and level of develop-
ment that allows him or her to express 
it [2].

The rights of children belonging to 
the category of internally displaced 
persons require in-depth attention, be-
cause this is a category of children who, 
very often, have seen death and faced 
violations of their vital rights (to life, to 
the preservation of honor and dignity, 
to the means of physical existence, etc.). 
In Ukraine, the issue of protecting the 
rights and interests of children was giv-
en considerable attention even before 
the war. Starting from the formation 
of juvenile prevention to educational 
reforms, all measures were aimed at 
forming a holistic personality of the fu-
ture generation. Until today, the issues 
of working with children and families 
who are in difficult life circumstances 
precisely because of the war were not 
relevant in our country. Certain me
thods of working with such persons are 
developed and studied not theoretical-
ly, but in the harsh realities of modern 
times, when not only social and house-
hold stability, but also the life and health 
of children depend on the coordinated 
actions of all authorized bodies and per-
sons, including the police and juvenile 
prevention. In such conditions, legisla-
tive bodies must actively respond to the 

challenges of modern times, adopting 
regulatory legal acts or making changes 
and additions to existing ones in favor 
of ensuring the rights, freedoms and 
legitimate interests of children affected 
by the war, relying on the internation-
al legal experience of countries that, 
unfortunately, have faced solving such 
problems.

One of the main components of 
the state policy of Ukraine in the field 
of protection of children’s rights is the 
improvement of the regulatory and 
legal framework, including the imple-
mentation of the norms of European 
and international law. The result of this 
activity is that today Ukraine is a party 
to a  number of international treaties 
in the field of ensuring the rights of the 
child.

The active work of law enforcement 
agencies, social services, volunteers 
and the entire society is aimed at mini-
mizing the consequences of this war for 
children, who were formed by Ukrainian 
society on the basis of the principles of 
humanity, moral and legal justice, res
pect for man and his rights, which is 
the basis of the entire civilized world.
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