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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

of National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

National Scientific Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. 
Bokarius Forensic Science Institute» has a long 
and glorious history. Founded in 1923 on the 
initiative of M. S. Bokarius, a known figure at 
that time, NSC «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius FSI» is a 
leading forensic expert institution of Ukraine. The 
Institute develops and improves every day: new 
branches of forensic examinations and forensic 
expert researches are opened; methods and 
techniques are improved. During 2017 — 2020, 
11 new forensic expert specialties have been 
approved in NSC «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius FSI». 

The memory of the past significantly 
influences our future, therefore the leadership of 
the Institute actively supports and stimulates the 
development of the museums.

The museum is one of the sources of history, 
where it is possible to meet with the past, see 
the present and look to the future. It preserves 
and reproduces human memory, is a kind of 
chronicle of time. The museum gives in visitors 
the impression of infinity, continuity of history 
gets covered by the most prominent figures of 
previous eras. The latter is possible only with the 
help of the informational aspect of the museum 
exhibits since each of them is a unique source of 
information and imprint of its era.

О. М. Kliuiev,
Director of the Center   
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M. S. Bokarius (1869 — 1931)
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

of National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

•	 The first stand of exposition is devoted to the 
establishment and development history of 
the Center.

•	 In 1923, the Office of Scientific and Forensic 
Examination was established in Kharkiv. In 
1925, it was reorganized into the Institute 
of Forensic Science Examinations. M. S. 
Bokarius headed the institution from the 
first day of its establishment. After Mykola 
Serhiiovych's death, given his efforts, in 1931 
the government of Ukraine has assigned the 
name of the Honored Professor M. S. Bokarius 
to Kharkiv Research Institute of Forensic 
Examinations.

•	 Since the establishment of the Institute, the 
Office of Scientific and Forensic Examination 
has provided the following sections:

•	 chemical and physical chemistry research;
•	 forensic, macro-and microscopic 

examinations;
•	 forensic photography
•	 personal identification (fingerprint 

identification, poroscopy, anthropometry, 
etc.).
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Stand Of Establishment And Development History Of The Center
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

of National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

Despite oppressions from the Soviet 
government and complex historical 
circumstances, NSC «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius FSI» 
and its staff have always been overcoming any 
testing on the way towards development and 
improvement.

Names of the leading scientists of the National 
Scientific Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 
Forensic Science Institute» remained eternal on 
pages of the history. These are the Doctors of 
Law, Professors, L. Yu. Arotsker, M. V. Saltevskyi, 
H.L. Hranovskyi, Z.M. Sokolovskyi, V.P. Kolmakov, 
M.V. Skoryk, and M.S. Romanov, the founder of 
forensic road-accident analysis in Ukraine, and 
others.

Scientific research developments of the 
Center’staff became the grounding for new 
forensic expert methods, technical devices.

M. S. Bokarius (1899—1966) — 
Director of KhRIFE 

during 1931 — 1941, 1944 — 1946
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L. Yu. Arotsker,  M. V. Saltevskyi,  H. L. Hranovskyi,  M. S. Romanov
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

of National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

Альфонс Бертільйон — французький поліцейський, 
юриAlphonse Bertillon — a French policeman, lawyer, 
biometrician, who applied the anthropometry 
method to law enforcement, having created an 
identification system based on physical measurements. 
Anthropometry was the real revolution in the activities 
of law enforcement and the whole penitentiary system. 
In addition to a verbal portrait, Bertillon created a 
special recognizable (signal) picture. It differs from 
typical feature photography in that the photos of 
criminals are created according to strictly defined rules. 
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Bertillon's device for identification of anthropometric 
measures of criminals
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

National Scientific Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 
Forensic Science Institute» constantly advances and 
implements new forensic expert directions. The most 
fascinating direction, among others, is gemological 
examination, approved in 2019. 

New areas of examinations:
17.1.1 “Examination of precious stones”; 
17.1.2 “Examination of diamonds”;
17.1.3 “Examination of precious stones of 

organogenetic origin”;
17.1.4 “Examination of semi-precious stones”;
17.1.5 “Examination of decorative stones”.
An exposition contains exhibits reflecting some 

ways of stone forgery.
Exhibits, stored in museums, belong to precious, 

semi-precious, decorative stones of organogenetic 
origin, and reflect the directions of activities of an 
expert-gemologist in detail
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Samples of gemological examinations' objects
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

• Pieces of art are often the subject of criminal 
offenses. The stand presents the exhibits that were 
the object of the crime. They were studied by 
forensic art experts, determining the authenticity 
of the piece of art and its value.

• Objects of art expertise include antiquities and 
works of art, in particular:

• works of monumental and easel painting (paintings, 
icons);

• decorative and applied works of art (furniture, 
crockery, figurines, jewelry, etc.);

• indoor sculptures;

• musical instruments;
• items of numismatics, 
faleristics, bonistics (coins,

medals, orders, badges, 
vouchers, stamps); 
• incunable and other printed 
materials;
• collectible weapons etc.
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Samples of art expertise objects
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

One of the commonest types of examinations 
and expert researches is forensic ones, in particular 
handwriting examination. Frequently appears the 
need to examine receipts, wills, contracts, and other 
documents.

There are cases when forensic experts have to study 
the inscriptions on unusual objects.

In 1978, forensic experts of the Center (Valentyna 
Hruzkova, Senior Forensic Expert, PhD in Law and Lev 
Arotsker, Doctor in Law, Professor) were tasked with 
examining a letter dated May 2, 1813, addressed to 
Joseph Fouché, Duke of Otranto.

Having analyzed the 
given materials, the 
forensic experts found 
that the letter, submitted 
for research, was signed 
by Napoléon I Bona-
parte. However, regar-
ding the authorship of 
the text of the letter 
itself, forensic experts 
found that the hand-
writing did not belong to 
the Emperor, but to 
another person.
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Handwriting and Signature examination of Napoléon I Bonaparte



18

SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

One of the first forensic expert examinations, since the 
establishment of the Center, was forensic photography 
examination (now phototechnical examination).

Main tasks of phototechnical examination:
identification of camera equipment by negatives, as 

well as equipment used for the manufacture of positives 
(magnifiers, framing frames, glossers, etc.);

identification of the type (trademark) of photographic 
and cinematographic materials used for the production of 
photographs and motion-picture films;

identification of objects, premises and areas reflected in 
photos (negatives) and videos;

determination of technologies and technical 
characteristics of shooting and production of photographs, 
motion-picture films, and videos.

The spread of digital technologies has led to significant 
changes of the methods in the conducting of forensic 
examination and expert research in this direction.
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Objects of phototechnical examination
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

Forensic experts of National Scientific Center «Hon. 
Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute» often 
receive paper banknotes to determine their authenticity. 

According to statistics, 75% of seized counterfeit 
foreign currency banknotes are US dollars, 23% 
Euro, 2% the Russian ruble and Pound sterling (GBP). 
Among Ukrainian banknotes, 500 notes are most often 
counterfeited. 
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Objects of examination
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

Forensic Examination of Weapon distinguishes 
the study of firearms and ammunition for 
it; evidence of arm, shot traces and the 
situational circumstances of the shot; cold 
steel (determination of belonging to the cold 
steel products of barbed, cutting, chopping, 
shock-crushing action and the method of their 
manufacture).

Forensic experts of National Scientific 
Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic 
Science Institute» use the latest equipment for 
researches (in particular, LEEDS Discovery Zeiss 
forensic comparison microscope (USA)). 

The important exhibits for of NSC «Hon. Prof. 
M. S. Bokarius FSI» are projectiles SG-1, invented 
in the 70s of the XX century by V. F. Hushchinthe, 
the employee of the Center, to identify a 
smoothbore weapon.
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Samples of forensic examination of weapon and traces of its use
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

Samples of cold steel, which were given to 
NSC «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius FSI» at different 
times, are represented on the stand.

Forensic experts of the Center determine the 
belonging to the cold steel products of barbed, 
cutting, chopping, shock-crushing action and 
the method of their manufacture, as well identify 
the type, kind, sample (industrial products) of 
cold weapons or structurally similar products.

The decoration of the exposition is the naval 
dirk "Bulat" and the German military dirk.
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Samples of detonating devices
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

Forensic experts of National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute» 
conduct examinations of computer equipment and 
software finding out the circumstances related to the 
use of computer-technical means, information and 
software. One of the study objects are slot machines.

A slot machine is an equipment designed to 
gamble with a win, the probability and size of which 
are determined randomly. The software provides 
loans for games, selection of lines of winning 
combinations and multiplication of credits in case of 
winning.
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Appearance and internal structure of the slot machine
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Combating drug trafficking, their analogs, 
and precursors is one of the priority areas of law 
enforcement.

In the museum, there are comparative samples 
of plants that have been used (since the 1960s) for 
examinations and expert researches, when they 
had a scientific and applied importance. 

For today, these samples are outdated, but still 
of great interest to specialists, providing material for 
studying the history of such studies.

SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»
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Comparative samples of plants
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

Scene reconstruction upon completion of explosions in Balakliia (2017)
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Reconstruction of the moment of collision with the participation 
of drivers Zaitseva and Dronov
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

It is impossible to overlook the Editorial Activity of 
the National Scientific Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 
Forensic Science Institute». For instance, the Archives of 
Criminology and Forensic Sciences edition is a journal 
that was established in 1926 by Honored Professor  
M. S. Bokarius. 

This restoration was made possible by researching 
issues of the journal, unique archival documents, 
foreign publications, etc.

The Theory and Practice of Forensic Science and 
Criminalistics collection of scientific papers has been 
published since 2001.

The museum also contains other samples 
of printed products of NSC «Hon. Prof.  
M. S. Bokarius FSI» (manuals, monographs, etc.).
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Scientific professional publications of the Institute
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

The exposition is rich in certificates, agreements and 
licences, important for the development of National 
Scientific Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science 
Institute». Since 2017, the Institute is a member of the 
European Network of Forensic Science Institutes (ENFSI) 
and cooperates with forensic institutions of foreign states.

At the present time, NSC «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius FSI» 
has concluded 13 international cooperation agreements. 
The Institute successfully provides with Postgraduate and 
Doctoral studies. There is a specialized Academic Council 
with the right to accept for consideration and defend 
dissertations in order to obtain the degree of PhD in Law. 
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Certificates, licences and agreements of NSC  
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius FSI»
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»

On August 28, 2020, the President of Ukraine signed the 
Decree No. 366/2020 On appointment to Hon. Prof.  
M.S. Bokarius Kharkiv Research Institute of Forensic 
Examinations the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine the status of 
National Forensic Science Center. The basis of the Decree 
was the People's Deputies Appeal, signed by 63 People's 
Deputies of Ukraine. The original of this Appeal is kept in 
Scientific Applied Museum of National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute» as an 
evidence of one of the leading stages in the history of the 
institution.
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DECREE 
OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE

№366/2020                                                        August 28, 2020

On appointment to Hon. Prof. M.S. Bokarius 
Kharkiv Research Institute of Forensic Examinations 

the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine the status 
of National Forensic Science Center

Given the national importance of scientific research, conducted by Hon. Prof. 
M.S. Bokarius Kharkiv Research Institute of Forensic Examinations of the Ministry 
of Justice of Ukraine, international acceptance and significant contribution of this 
institution in the development of Forensic Examinations and Criminalistics, I decree:

1. Support the proposal of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on appointment to 
Hon. Prof. M.S. Bokarius Kharkiv Research Institute of Forensic Examinations the 
Ministry of Justice of Ukraine the status of National Forensic Science Center and 
further name it as National Forensic Science Center "Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 
Forensic Science Institute" 

President of Ukraine 						     V. ZELENSKYY
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SCIENTIFIC APPLIED MUSEUM

оf National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 

Forensic Science Institute»
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The original of the People's Deputies Appeal
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Honored Professor Mykola 
Serhiiovych Bokarius – a renowned 
forensic medical worker and 
criminalist, founder of the Kharkiv 
Office of Scientific and Forensic 
Examination, creator of forensic 
direction in forensic medicine. The 
Professor has made a significant 
contribution in the development 
of expertise of National Scientific 
Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius 
Forensic Science Institute», 
named after him. M. S. Bokarius 
established a scientific school of 
forensic experts in Kharkiv, whose 
representatives have not only left 
their mark in the history of forensic science but also today demonstrate a
powerful scientific capability. Taking into account the aforementioned, it 
is significant to preserve the memory of M. S. Bokarius.

In September 2016, the leadership of Kharkiv Research Institute of 
Forensic Examinations made a decision to recreate the museum study 
of M. S. Bokarius, restore his wax sculpture and enlarge the collection of 
exhibits.

Nowadays, museology is one of the most important social institutions, 
performing the function of formation historical memory. The main task of 
the created museum study is conveying as much information as possible 
to the scientific community of employees of forensic science institutions, 
students, and other visitors about an outstanding personality, M. S. Bokarius.

The museum study of M. S. Bokarius contains rare, unique exhibits, which 
can be viewed by museum visitors. The book fund of the museum includes 
more than 500 rare authentic editions, most of which were presented to the 
Institute by the son of Mykola Serhiiovych, Mykola Mykolaiovych Bokarius.

The staff of National Scientific Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic 
Science Institute» sincerely grateful to the descendants of Bokarius, 
colleagues from Kharkiv National Medical University, and other caring 
persons who took part in enlarging the fund of exhibits of the museum 
study.
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»

M. S. Bokarius was born on March 19, 1869, in Odessa in the family of a 
teacher of the Rishelievska Men Gymnasium.

In gymnasium Mykola Mykola showed a penchant for pedagogical 
work: studying in the 5th form, he headed the physics classroom and 
made drugs and prepared devices for physics lessons. In the fund of 
the museum, there is a photo of M. S. Bokarius in the year of graduation 
(1890) and a characteristic provided by the Director of the Rishelievska 
Men Gymnasium to attach to M. S. Bokarius’s personality file during his 
entry to the Medical Faculty of Kharkiv Imperial University.

M. S. Bokarius with parents and sisters
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The decoration of the museum fund is a photo album  
of the Bokarius family containing unique photos
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»

During 1898 — 1919 the family of Mykola Serhiiovych has lived in the house at 
the address: 40, Chernyshevska St., Kharkiv. A photocopy of M. S. Bokarius’s 
passport and postcards are stored in the museum study.
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M. S. Bokarius, a graduate of the Medical Faculty  
of Kharkiv Imperial University (1895)
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»

In 1902 Mykola Serhiiovych defended the 
doctoral dissertation on the topic: Florence’s 
Crystals, their chemical nature and the value 
for the forensic medicine. It was the first 
fundamental work by M. S. Bokarius, in which he 
developed a unification algorithm for the of the 
results obtained and the evaluation of biological 
substances at the crime scene.

At the Department of Forensic Medicine, he 
immediately joined the scientific research work. 
In the museums there are unique documents 
about the first steps of M. S. Bokarius as a 
forensic medical worker and scientist: in 1903 he 
independently taught the course of lectures on 
Department of Forensic Macro and Microscopic 
Researches.
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M. S. Bokarius (1911)

A thank-you letter 
from alumni of 

Women's Medical 
Institute addressed to 
M. S. Bokarius (1916)
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»

An original photo of M. S. Bokarius with students  
of Women's Medical Institute
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Manuals of forensic medicine, created by M. S. Bokarius,  
and student's workplace
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»

In 1913, M. S. Bokarius, as a member of Kharkiv Imperial University, founded the Institute 
of Forensic Medicine. He published a number of fundamental works and provided a closer 
contact between Forensic Medicine and Criminalistics and implemented a forensic direction 
into Forensic Medicine.

M. S. Bokarius and students of Kharkiv Imperial University (1915)
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Regulation by Council of People's Commissars of the USSR dated on 1923  
On the Establishment of the Office of Scientific and Forensic Examination
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»
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Personal belongings of M. S. Bokarius — chessboard, chess sketchbook,  
drafts of Christian and Muslim tombs, an unknown mechanism
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»
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Ancient device for measuring heart rate
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»

Personal belongings of M. S. Bokarius are kept in the museum, namely books from 
his own library, the seal of his father, the reproduction of his painting, etc.
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M. S. Bokarius worked until the last days of his life. Having been seriously ill 
throughout 1913, he died on December 23, 1931
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»
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The unique book collection from M. S. Bokarius’ own library  
is kept in the museum study
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»
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The museum study is regularly visited by outstanding scientists, politicians, government 
officials, colleagues from foreign forensic institutions
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THE MUSEUM STUDY

of a renowned forensic medical worker, criminalist,  
founder of  National Scientific Center  

«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»

Messages in Honored Guests book
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Descendants of a glorious family — a grandson Serhii Vitaliiovych Bokarius and a 
great-grandson Mykola Serhiiovych Bokarius
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Unveiling of the monument to a renowned forensic 
medical worker and criminalist, founder of National 
Scientific Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic 

Science Institute» (April 19, 2019)



National Scientific Center «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute» 
is one of the oldest state forensic science institutions  

of Ukraine and the former USSR. 
NSC«FSI» is a leading research, expert, s 
cientific-methodical and preventive center 

of the system of institutions of the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine

List of forensic examinations performing 
in NSC «Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius FSI»:

Handwriting and linguistic examination; Technical examination of documents;
Examination of weapon; Trace examination; Forensic explosives analysis;

Phototechnical and portrait examinations; Examination of video and sound 
recording; Examination of materials, substances and products; Biological 

examination; Engineering and transport examination; Examination of life safety;
Forensic structural engineering analysis Land and technical expertise;

Fire and technical examination; Computer technical examination;
Construction and evaluative examinations; Estimation and land examination;

Road technical examination; Telecommunication analysis;
Electro-technical examination; Engineering and environmental examinations;

Examination of land management; Electrotransport examination;
Examination of the technical condition of elevators; Economic expertise;

Commodity expertise; Transport-commodity examinations;
Examinations of military property; Intellectual property analyses;

Psychological expertise; Art expertise; Military examination;
Gemological examination; Veterinary forensic examination.

National Scientific Center 
«Hon. Prof. M. S. Bokarius Forensic Science Institute»

8-а, Zolochivska Street, Kharkiv, 61177.
Phone: (057) 372-20-01.

E-mail: hniise@hniise.gov.ua.
Web: http://hniise.gov.ua
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