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Children who are victims of abuse must be provided with effective remedies. This can be
achieved through a range of procedures. In the legal system, an important tool for assessing
the psychological state and mental development of minors is forensic psychological examina-
tion, which plays a decisive role in judicial decision-making.
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MpobnemHi NUTaHHA WOAO NiAroTOBKMU
eKCnepTiB-NCUXO0/OriB Y Cy4aCHUX yMmOBax
Onb2a Kamapaza, Hikonae lypey, /lapuca Aepeya, MapiHa BiwH

[na OumuHuU, AKa CMana Xepmaeor Hacusnbcmaea, Mae bymu 3abe3neyeHo egheKkmusHi
3acobu npasosoeo 3axucmy, waax 00 AKUX No8’a3aHuli i3 HU3Kor npoyedyp. Barcausum
iIHcmpymeHmom y ripasoeili cucmemi 015 OUIHKOBAHHSA 1CUX0/102{YHO20 CMAHY MA MCuxiy-
HO20 po38UMKY HENOBHOIMHIX OCib € Cy00B80-MCUX0M02IYHA eKcriepmu3a, AKa sidi2pae su-
piwanbHy poss y npuliHaAmMmi cyo0osux piuleHs.

Knrouosi cnoea: nidzomoska eKcriepmHux Kaopis; cydosad rcuxoso2iyHa ekcriepmusa Hero-
8HO/IMHIX; OUMUHQ; HOPCMOKe 0800I EHHA 3 OimbMu.

In the Republic of Moldova, Ukraine, and
other countries, for any child who has
become a victim of violence associated
with child abuse — including physical,
sexual, and psychological abuse (such as
neglect by parents or caregivers, bullying
including cyberbullying, sexual violence
including rape, sexual trafficking, ex-

ploitation on the Internet, sexual harass-
ment, humiliation, threats, and intimida-
tion, etc.) — the path to justice involves
a series of procedures ensuring the
availability of effective legal protection
measures. Provisions related to child
protection are outlined in the Council of
Europe Convention on the Protection of
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Children against Sexual Exploitation and
Sexual Abuse [1].

A crucial tool within the legal sys-
tem designed to assess the psycholog-
ical state and mental development of
minors in the context of judicial procee-
dings is forensic psychological examina-
tion of minors, which plays a decisive
role in judicial decision-making.

Forensic psychological examination
is one of the forms of applying psycho-
logical expertise in forensic psychology,
assisting pretrial investigation bodies
and courts in resolving psychological is-
sues relevant to evaluating various indi-
vidual characteristics of the mental ac-
tivity of victims, suspects, defendants,
plaintiffs, respondents, and witnesses.
One of the primary objectives of fo-
rensic psychological examination is to
determine the individual psychological
traits, emotional states and reactions
of the examinee, as well as the level of
development and patterns of cognitive
processes (such as memory, thinking,
imagination, speech, etc.). When con-
ducting forensic psychological exami-
nations, well-established psychological
methodologies widely recognized in
scientific practice, as well as their pro-
prietary modifications that have un-
dergone validation, are utilized. These
methods are selected with conside-
ration of the specific nature of forensic
psychological examination and the par-
ticular questions posed to the psycho-
logical examination [2].

Children become victims of mur-
der, hunger, and sexual violence in con-
flicts worldwide. The increase in such
incidents is highlighted in the report
published by the United Nations Secre-
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tary-General [3]. In European countries,
the examination of a child is conducted
after a certain period during which the
expert establishes a trusting relation-
ship with the child.

The current state and prospects for
the development of forensic psycholo-
gical examination primarily reflect the
needs of judicial and investigative prac-
tice, dictated by the nature of crimes,
the level of professionalism, and the
degree of development of the forensic
institution. The realization of the poten-
tial capabilities of forensic institutions
directly depends on the qualifications
of forensic experts, their working con-
ditions, and the availability of scientif-
ic-methodological, informational, and
technical-instrumental support. It is
well-known that the quality, reliability,
and scientific validity of expert conclu-
sions largely depend on the expert’s
qualifications.

The increase in the number of fo-
rensic examinations, the emergence of
new expert tasks, and the introduction
of technological innovations into expert
practice all necessitate constant atten-
tion to the development and enhance-
ment of forensic experts’ professional
level. Therefore, special attention must
be paid to personnel work: the selec-
tion and training of qualified specialists
proficient in modern research methods,
and the improvement of core educa-
tional programs for expert training
based on a competency approach to
scientific-methodological schools.

Professional training of forensic ex-
perts does not simply mean acquiring
knowledge in a particular science, tech-
nology, or craft during higher education
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(so-called basic knowledge). Such basic
knowledge is not adapted to the pro-
cess of judicial proof and cannot serve
court proceedings in its raw form. The
research conducted by a forensic expert
is characterized by properly (both sci-
entifically and procedurally) document-
ed results and well-argued conclusions
that constitute an objective source of
evidence in a case [4]. Basic knowledge
is transformed through special training
and practical (expert) activity, which is
specific exclusively to the forensic ex-
pert profession.

The training of psychologist experts,
as with other specialties, includes the
following directions: theoretical — ac-
quiring knowledge about procedural,
organizational, and general methodo-
logical issues of forensic examination
and the fundamentals of conducting
examinations in the relevant specialty;
practical — gaining skills in conduct-
ing examinations and preparing draft
conclusions; personal — opportunities
for the development of components
of professional competence and self-
development. An individual approach is
a specific function of managing expert
training, given that specialists under-
going expert specialization have varying
levels of theoretical knowledge, practi-
cal skills, and personal characteristics.

In organizing and conducting psy-
chological examination, the forensic
psychologist must strictly observe pro-
fessional ethical norms when working
with children and adolescents who
have suffered from violence and abuse.
The forensic psychologist bears a mo-
ral obligation to continuously improve
professionally by utilizing all available

forms of additional training, studying
scientific and methodological literature
in psychology and related disciplines
within the scope of forensic psychologi-
cal expertise, and assimilating their own
experience and that of their colleagues.

Psychological examination and inter-
vention always form a system of interac-
tion between the researcher and the sub-
ject. Therefore, the effectiveness largely
depends on how this interaction unfolds.
The researcher (forensic psychologist)
must demonstrate great patience, re-
sourcefulness, the ability to control their
behavior, and the capacity to establish
communication with the subject (child),
fostering a sense of sympathy and trust
during examination and intervention.

Analyzing the established forensic ex-
pert practice in the Republic of Moldova,
Ukraine, and other countries concerning
the professional training of expert per-
sonnel, common stages can be identified
and systematized as follows: studying
forensic examination theory under the
guidance of mentors; principles of fo-
rensic expert activity; methodology of
conducting expert research; prepara-
tion of expert conclusions; certification;
and obtaining authorization for inde-
pendent forensic examination in a spe-
cific specialty.

It should be noted that Ukraine has
implemented qualification exams utili-
zing an electronic system for automa-
ted specialist testing [5]. The test tasks
comprise a list of theoretical, organiza-
tional, and procedural questions relat-
ed to forensic examination, as well as
specific expert specialties. This type of
testing is a significant element of mo-
dernity — a means of assessing forensic



experts’ knowledge that facilitates the
improvement of training systems and
the objective evaluation of certification
outcomes. The widespread adoption of
testing is justified by the high technolo-
gical capability of result verification and
the independence of outcomes from the
subjective opinions of examiners.

Thus, professional training of foren-

sic experts encompasses two stages:

1) Qualitative preparation of com-
petitive, competent professionals
possessing a high level of legal
and linguistic culture and legal
awareness, fundamental know-
ledge in legislative, law enforce-
ment, law application, and advi-
sory activities demanded by the
state and society;

2) Formation of professional-spe-
cial competencies ensuring the
expert’s ability to apply expert
research methods in professio-
nal activities; the expert’s skill to
employ forensic examination me-
thods and tools during procedur-
al and non-procedural actions to
detect, document, seize, and pre-
liminarily investigate objects for
establishing factual data (circum-
stances of the case) in criminal,
civil, and administrative procee-
dings; and readiness to provide
methodological assistance to law
enforcement entities on the ap-
pointment and conduct of foren-
sic examinations, as well as con-
sultations on modern research
capabilities of various objects.

Individual training plans for specific

expert specialties are developed accor-
ding to specially designed and approved
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programs. The general course covers
procedural, organizational, and general
methodological issues of forensic ex-
amination, conducting expert research,
and more. Specific specialty training in-
cludes general concepts (objects, tasks,
materials, and material-technical base
necessary for corresponding examina-
tions, research methods, etc.). Each
trainee is assigned a supervisor, usually
a highly qualified expert with extensive
experience, including Doctors and PhD
holders.

Improving the professional train-
ing of personnel is reflected in the en-
hancement of the quality of expert re-
search and the reduction of the time
required for examinations. To achieve
these goals, it is necessary to improve
the system of advanced training for ex-
perts, which is facilitated by scientific
and practical conferences and seminars
where such issues as experience shar-
ing, familiarization with new methods
and techniques of expert research,
discussion of problems in expert prac-
tice and measures for their resolution,
and addressing contentious questions
arising among experts, are discussed.
The current internship system requires
expanding contacts to improve quali-
fications through placements in other
expert institutions in both nearby and
more distant foreign countries.

The professional level of experts
is also enhanced by their engagement
in scientific research activities. In the
process of developing and implemen-
ting scientific advancements, the most
important tasks and challenges that
determine the development of foren-
sic examination and criminalistics are
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addressed, with some of these serving
as the foundation for the preparation of
dissertations for academic degrees.

Regulatory documentation coor-
dinating expert training programs re-
quires constant refinement considering
modern demands, updating the mate-
rial-technical and experimental base of
expert institutions for conducting re-
search, and the emergence of new fo-
rensic examination methodologies.

It is also essential to develop inter-
national cooperation in the field of fo-
rensic expert activity, which involves
interaction between states to exchange
experience, knowledge, and technol-
ogies in forensic science; participation
in joint projects and scientific develop-
ments; conducting internships in foren-
sic institutions of different countries;
exchanging scientific topics; publishing

the results of research conducted by
forensic institutions of various states
in collections of scientific papers; and
holding joint conferences, training ses-
sions, and seminars in the field of foren-
sic science, among other activities.

The issues addressed in these the-
ses, if properly resolved, in our opinion,
contribute to improving the profession-
al qualifications and training levels of fo-
rensic psychologists in accordance with
modern requirements. This, in turn,
ensures the quality of forensic psycho-
logical examinations, including those
involving children who have become
victims of violence, and facilitates the
achievement of the desired outcomes
that are significant for the investigation
of specific crimes and the establish-
ment of a reliable evidentiary base un-
der contemporary conditions.
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