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Comprehensive expertise on the basis of criminal science has been known perhaps not for long, but

at least for several years. In practice, it is relatively rarely used (most often in cases where a special
investigation team is set up). The effectiveness of comprehensive expertise depends not only on the team
of experts, but also on the decision-makers, which should be clearly emphasized. Investigations carried
out at the beginning of the proceedings are a determinant of further investigative activities. The broader
the perspective of the study, the more we know about what happened. Combined with forensic medical
examinations, it allows to narrow down the scope of the search for the perpetrator and his identification.
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KomnaekcHa ekcnepTu3sa. MoTpibHa abo Hi?

Enewmb6ema XKusyybka-Kossnoecoka

KomnsekcHa ekcnepmu3sda Ha OCHO8i KpUMIHAAICMUYHOT HayKu 8i00Md, MOM/1IUBO, HE MAdK Od8HO, d/ie
NpuUHaliMHi KinbKka pokis. Ha npakmuyi il sukopucmosytome 8i0HOCHO pidko (Haliyacmiwe y sunadkax
CMBOpeHHs cneyid/ibHoi caiduoi 2pynu). EpekmusHicmb KOMN/AEKCHOT eKchepmu3u 3d/1eXums He MiZbKu
8i0 KOMaHOU ekcnhepmis, a U 8i0 0cCib, AKi yx8a/t0Mb pilueHHs, Ha YoMy ¢/1i0 YimKo Hazosnocumu. Jocai-
0XMceHHs, NpoBedeHi Ha NOYAMKY NPOBAOMEHHS, € BU3HAYA/IbHUMU 0718 NOOA/1bWOT /1id40i dissbHOCM.
Yum wupwa nepcnekmuada 00C/1i0WEeHHS, mum bisbwe 8i00MO Npo me, W0 cMa/a0cs. Y NOEOHAHHI 3 cydo-
80-MeOUYHUMU ekcnepmu3amu ue 0de 3MOoz2y 38y3Uumu mMmedci NOWyKY 3/104UHUS ma Uoz20 ideHmudikauil.

Katouosi cnosa: kpumiHosozis; cydosa MedUyUHd; BUCHOBOK ekcnepmd; c/1i0; po3c/1i0y8aHHS.

Comprehensive expert reports have been known
for a long time, but in investigative practice
they are relatively rare. Definitely more often
performed on the ground of forensic medicine,
which is confirmed by data from the literature
of the subject [1—3]. It is clear that not all
criminal proceedings require such enforcement.
In investigations with a significant degree of
difficulty, a comprehensive expert opinion seems
to be a good solution, not only because of the
procedural economy, but above all because
of the relatively quicker response to annoying
investigators. Examples are cases of homicide or
accidents in land, air or water traffic. On the one
hand, forensic medical examinations of the victims
of such events are necessary in these cases, and
on the other hand, it is necessary to establish
the reasons. Therefore, physicochemical, event
reconstruction, mechanoscopic, phonoscopic and
other tests are performed. Forensic expertise, as
R. Ciesdla putsit, “means the examination by experts
of material evidence or facts for the purpose of
issuing a verdict, used e.g. in the judiciary, medicine,
technology...” or “the examination and solution of
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an issue requiring special knowledge with the help
of experts” [4]. The wide spectrum of investigative
possibilities of forensic technology allows for
multi-track or multi-faceted examination of
materials secured in the case (traces), which
become evidence in the case. While the scope
of forensic medical examinations is broadened
to include toxicological, histopathological and
genetic examinations (because the basic ones are,
after all, thanatological examinations), in such
a perspective there is no obstacle to combining,
for example, mechanoscopic examinations with
physicochemical examinations. In the literature on
road accidents, mechanoscopic, physicochemical
and reconstructive examinations are the most
frequently performed (apart from forensic and
medical examinations). In addition to these,
technical tests are always carried out on the
condition of the vehicle at the time of the incident
(suspension, steering and braking system). It is
worth noting here the physicochemical research,
which is extremely useful in criminal proceedings
in a variety of cases, from incidents on the ground
or in the air, to crimes against life and health.



M. Zubaniska rightly pointed out that “the aim of
forensic physicochemical research is to identify
unknown substances, determine the properties
of substances, compare substances with each
other, identify and determine the properties of
traces occurring in connection with events such as
explosions, fires, use of firearms, road accidents,
illegal production of controlled substances. In this
case, we are dealing with identification studies
and comparative studies; the difference between
them lies in the nature of the problem solved”
[5]. It should also be added that these studies
have significant similarities to toxicological
studies, since they include expertise on narcotic
substances, including drugs and stimulants,
alcohol content in body fluids and a whole range
of other possibilities. Therefore, there is nothing
to prevent the selection of the scope of expert
studies in such a way as to combine them into a
comprehensive whole. Forensic traces secured at
the scene of events are an investigative reality,
and their types or origin are very different. The
essence of what is a trace in the sense of forensic
science was pointed out by Tadeusz Hanausek
when he wrote: “Traces in the sense of forensic
science are all the consequences of these changes
that can be determined in a certain section of
reality, the group of which either creates an
event or is closely connected with it (e.g. traces
of escape, traces of concealment of loot, etc.)”
[6]. Despite the multitude of definitions of traces,
they have a common denominator, namely, they
are the consequences of certain behaviours,
facts and phenomena. They have a cause-and-
effect relationship with them. Moreover, they
must be of a material nature so that they can
be disclosed and examined [7]. Therefore, if the
common feature is their materiality, however
macroscopic or microscopic, it is possible to
study them comprehensively by one deliberately
selected team of experts, where each of them
will undertake a detailed search for answers to
the question posed by the prosecuting authority.
The order of securing the material by experts of
particular specialties is important. It has been
accepted (in Polish conditions) that biological
traces, which are carriers of DNA, are protected
first, and the remaining ones (from microtraces
to microtraces). A special trace is the human
smell, which nowadays can be protected and
subjected to research. Forensic osmology has
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permanently entered the investigative practice,
bringing positive results of the identification
of the individual subject from which such trace
originates. As with all such (identification) tests,
comparative material (DNA tests, osmological
tests, mechanoscopic tests, etc.) is of key
importance. The comprehensiveness of the
expertise allows for parallel examination of all
typesof traces atthe same time, which significantly
reduces the waiting time for the results of the
examination. Many other examples could be
cited here, but it does not seem necessary, after
all, every practitioner, forensicist or prosecutor
knows it well from their own experience.
Advances in science and the development of
research instruments not only allow much more
accurate results of forensic exploration, but
also shorten the time of proceedings, which is
important in the perspective of detecting the
perpetrator of the crime. A separate category
of cases that are of interest to law enforcement
are suicides, including those extended to imagine
a homicide. The subject of the examination shall
be any secured trace, including a human corpse,
which is a trace in itself. They are also (usually) the
carrier of traces left by the perpetrator or [8—10].
In such proceedings, it is necessary to determine
not only the order of time of death (extended
suicide), but also the mechanism of death and
causation. In the case of mass disasters (maritime,
air disasters) it is necessary to perform many
forensic and forensic medical examinations. The
simultaneous comprehensive expertise can be
successfully used here, where a team of experts
from many specialties is appointed to carry it out.
Each of them secures the tracks for their own
research, in the order adopted above. The waiting
time for the results is significantly reduced and
when compared with the results of the studies
of other experts it gives a broader picture of the
analyzed event.

The framework of the study does not allow
for a broader presentation of this issue, which in
my opinion is interesting and valuable in practice.
I can only hope that this comprehensive expertise
will find greater application in the practice of law
enforcement agencies.
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